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§ 1. When Desk Officer Austrian and I saw Deputy Foreign
| .

Minister Abdullah on May 2, we hit him hard on the subject

of poppy cultivation in Afghanistan. We mentioned that
AMB hilss dﬁ’éﬁu@
v | UNFDAC Director de Beus an%,Michael avies during their

POL 1 recent visit to Nangarhar Province had noted a great

%Xg/?// increase in poppy cultivation in that area, compared to
, the same period 12 months ago. Austrlan said that he had
CHRON ‘counted 106 poppy fields of var 1ng 31zes in the Kandahar-

Lashkargah-KaJakgll areafk‘/re:ffler th1s Week. %Etfgs)sed

that not only was Afghan poppy cultlvatlon contrlbutlng to
serious human problems wherever the 0p1um was consumed but
that the fact that poppy cultivation is mot being controlled

would sooner or later become public knowledge and would

have an adverse effect on our ability to maintain our
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to. Afghanlstan.; In this connectlon,
‘ of proposed 1eglslat10n
on this sanect 1ntroduced in Congre531ona1 commlttees.
We urged Abdullah to do somethlng about this problem
quickly. - ;
2. In resﬁonsé, Kbdullah'began'by referring to the
difficulty of convincing farmers to stop growing poppies
qpless they oan make an equivalent income from other
crops. We told him that in areas such as the Helmand

Valley it should be possible to convince farmers that

the Government is doing enough for them through economic

‘development programs so that they need not grow poppies,

3. Abdullah also said that one of the problems facing
Afghanistan is the existence of criminal elements in the
United States, Western Europe and'Iran which traffic in

opium. - He urged us to crack down on these elements. He

:also p01nted ‘with pride at Afghan efforts & in recent

months to crack down on smuggllng within Afghanlstan.
4, Flnally, Abdullah said that he recognized the
seriousness of this problem and would discuss it w1th the

Ministers of Agricultﬂre and Interior to see what could be

done.

5. DCM and AIDdDirector have made parallel approaches -
to the Director-General of the Foreign Ministry and the

Governor of the Helmand Prov1nce.. The Governor, when
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